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Royal Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club
has been named as one of five Clubs in the
country to be awarded the Pillars of Distinction
award by the Club Managers Association of
Southern Africa.

In recognition of professional standards in
management, financial control, productivity,
service, education, best practices, innovation
and efficiency.

"Pillars of distinction....."
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Spring Promotion 
R200k / R275k Discount

ENQUIRE NOW

On show Tuesday to Sunday 
12pm to 5pm

*Offer only valid if purchased before November 2022
*Terms & conditions apply



F R O M  T H E  C L O C K  T O W E R  

The dazzling jacarandas are out and It always
amazes me how these trees sit so quietly, unnoticed
all spring, until one day it feels as if every single one
throughout the city bursts with velvet blossoms at the
exact sametime and boy is It beautiful.  

The West course renovation is progressing well, is on
time and on budget and the members can see the
new product coming together. We are in the  final
stages and the course conditioning is now underway.
The team are working through the process of
implementing the course furniture, scorecards and
everything that will bring this new golf experience to
life.  With only one month to go until the opening on
30 November, the grand opening of the course will
take place over 5 days and the schedule will be
shared with the membership soon, so that you can
start making your bookings. 

Chris Bentley, Chief Executive Officer 

It's been another stressful yet successful month at the Club. If it isn't covid or load-shedding,
we were once again faced with a flash flood on the 20th of October.  Our facility received
75mm of severe rain and hail within a 30 minute window. The hail blocked all of our drains
and caused flooding in the clubhouse. Management and staff immediately followed all the
necessary procedures to protect the facility and to ensure the safety of our members and
guests on site.

We completed a full clean up within 54 hours  and all 'damaged' bunkers on the East course
have been fully restored. We have implemented further risk mitigation measures for hail
storms  and hope the additional steps taken will avoid flooding in the future. On a positive
note it was pleasing to see how well our new bunkers managed the water on the West
Course and a good sign that the completed work has been done well.

The 2022 annual Festival of Golf brought to you by Tricolt, was another great success. Whilst
on a smaller scale this year due to the West course renovation, great fun was had by all and
our sincere thanks to our property developers for another generous title sponsorship. 





As per  key approval by the members at the AGM
we have completed our submission to the Cabinet
Office to change the name of the Club from Royal
Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club to Royal
Johannesburg (the name, together with the new
logo, subject to all requirements within our Royal
Charter). We now await feedback and hope to roll
out the new corporate identity in Q1 2023.  

In addition, we have reached all our objectives to
finally implement padel  tennis at Royal and once
the agreements have  been signed members will
be informed of this new and exciting value
proposition to the Club. The project will be at no
cost to the Club, it will create a new revenue
stream and a wonderful new offering to members. 
As we enter the final stretch of 2022, the Club
has some fantastic events coming up, which
include; Carols by Candlelight and the warm
return of Ashleigh Buhai. Keep an eye out for
bookings.  

The year end Board meeting is set to take place
on 1 December and the Board hopes to finalise the
proposals received around solar and the joint
venture of the lodge initiative for 2023. 

In closing, it was wonderful to host Honorary Life
member Mr. Gary Player back to the Club in
October. He played the East Course and shared
many of his  memories at the Club as a junior. Mr.
Player complimented the East Course changes, its
condition, the bunkers and most importantly noted
that it was the best greens he had played in South
Africa in recent times, so good that he's promised
he will return whenever possible.  Mr Player
extended his congratulations to the Club on the
numerous upgrades, enhancements and  superb
service.



It's been great to come back to Royal. I have so many wonderful
memories here and it's incredible to see how the Club has
improved. This has to be one of the best clubs, course and
hospitality in the country. If I lived in Joburg, this would be my
golfing home!









T H E  G O L F
D E P A R T M E N T  

With a wet start to our warm season, the courses will be in
brilliant condition in the coming weeks and months, but with
that comes a few more house rules that will need to be instilled
from time to time and we urge all golfers to abide by them to
ensure our courses stay damage free for as long as possible. 

Firstly, we ask all players to repair their pitch marks on our pure
greens! This is non-negotiable for every player and if you
haven’t made a pitch mark, fix someone else’s!  All players who
use a cart are to please use the 90-degree rule as this avoids
damaging the fairways. The concern around the state of our
bunkers throughout a field has been a battle over the last few
months as many have forgotten which end of the rake to use
once they are finished playing their shot.

Lastly a reminder to all golfers of our lightning policy. The
storms passing through our area carry a massive amount of
lightning. A storm that passed the Club on Saturday the 22nd
of October which consisted of 16 cells in the Gauteng area,
was carrying more than 4500 strikes per minute! 

We all know how fatal a strike can be. If the siren is blown, play
is expected to stop immediately and players are expected to
head back to the clubhouse. The system that we use allows us
to track the storm and gives us enough information (except
when a storm starts directly over the Club), to evacuate the
courses safely. The rain shelters on the golf courses are not
lightning safe and can be a deadly mistake if caught under
there during a storm. 

Liam Brown, Director of Golf  

30 November – The opening of the West course
3 December – Inter Schools Final – both courses
10 December – Compleat Golfer Challenge Series Qualifier

The 2022 league season has been a highly successful season for all Royal sides. The ladies
weekday 1 team played outstanding golf all season which culminated in the team winning the
ladies league! Our Mid-Am A side dominated the league and have won the title. The juniors
managed to stave off a few tough games to win their respective division. The scratch league
first side has one game left to play and lead their division by a point, however the second place
CCJ is the final fixture, and the game is at CCJ. With a win here the Royal banner will have
collected 4 division wins. The second scratch side still have an opportunity to dominate their
final game and possibly get promoted back into the top division. All league players can be very
proud of their efforts this year and have truly flown the Royal flag high. 

Dates to note: 











The West course renovation is also nearing its’ end
and in the next newsletter we will be discussing the
opening of the course. It is unbelievable how quickly
six months have passed. With all construction having
been completed by mid-October, bunker sand
installation has started immediately. The current
front nine has been completed with the back nine
only having six bunkers left to fill with sand and this
should be completed by no later than the end of the
month. Following the storm we had, the bunkers
drained very well with not a single bunker
waterlogged at any point. The flash flood was the
ultimate test for these bunkers and they have passed
it with flying colours. Our team has also completed
removing dead trees and will soon start with
removing the tree stumps on both East and West -
the TLB is utilised to assist with bunker sand
installation. Leading up to the opening of the West
course, the maintenance team will be hard at work
getting the course into pristine condition. 

Again we would like to thank the members for their
patience during the renovation thus far. The long
wait is now nearing the end and  this wait will be so
worth it for both the members and the maintenance
teams. 

The start of October was a dry and hot couple of weeks but we ended the month well, with
some wet and cool days. We finally received our first rains in the week of 17 to 21 October with
a total of 78mm for the month to date. These rains were sufficient enough to water our courses
well and more importantly fill up the dams again. The storm we received on the 20th October
caused some untidiness but no real potential damage. The only repair we had to do was to
remove some contaminated sand in a few bunkers and repair the pillar blanket on the 17th
greenside bunker. The rains have also allowed us to start fertilising the courses with East being
done on 24 October and West will follow and be completed in the first week of November.
Soon we will have lush and beautiful golf courses again and Royal will showcase its’ beauty
and brutality in all aspects. 

The shaping of tee boxes on both East and West will soon be correctly marked out and
realigned. We will also be introducing more environ/veldgrass areas on East while removing
more of the in-play areas on the West course. Planned maintenance on East for November will
only include our normal light dusting of the greens. 

F R O M  E A S T  T O  W E S T  
Jerry Steyn, Course Manager 









L A D I E S  G O L F

The 2022 Ladies IPT was played earlier this month at the
Silver Lakes golf estate and although the CGGU ladies
team were beaten into second place by North Gauteng by
half a point, Shannon Berry, playing in her first IPT, had the
most outstanding tournament. Shannon did not lose a
match all week (played 6, won 4 and halved 2) and finished
in second place in the individual standings with a total of 5
points, one point behind North Gauteng’s Zane Kleynhans.
Well done to Shannon – a remarkable achievement.

The number of ladies playing this month has dropped quite
considerably, particularly with the Tuesday ladies. I was
asked why I thought this was and I believe it can be
attributed to a number of reasons – illness, injury, travel and
just finding playing the East course on most Tuesdays, a bit
much. The time has gone by quickly and it is only another
month until the opening of our revamped West course
happens and we can go back to alternating courses.
However, having said that, we can look forward to our next
ladies open day to be held on 8 November on the East
course, when we already have a field of 88 players
participating!! All proceeds from this day will be
contributed to the Cupcakes of Hope charity and we
anticipate having a fun filled and successful day. There are
two spots still available for anyone wishing to enter a
fourball.

Congratulations to Christine de Villiers, Barbie

Grossmith, Gill Wood and Lynne Yammin who won the

Gauteng Senior Ladies Anniversary Cup, fourball

alliance, played on the East Course on Friday 21

October. The course played long and hard after the

downpour on Thursday afternoon so well done to them

and all who played on the day. 

Please do diarise Sunday 27th November when we will

be having our Christmas Mixed Competition on the

East Course, morning times. Details will be sent

through to you all in the next couple of weeks and we

hope that this will be well supported by our members

and their guests.

Thanks ladies and wishing you all a great November. 

Wendy Huddy, Ladies Golf Manager 









B E E  N E W S
Clinton Duncan, Beekeeper



" ‘ ‘They eat the dainty food of famous chefs with the same pleasure with which
they devour gross peasant dishes, mostly composed of garlic and tomatoes, or
f isherman’s octopus and shrimps, fried in heavily scented olive oil on a little

deserted beach.’- Luigi Barzini , Italian Journalist
 

At the time of writing this article I find myself in this
exact situation. A little under a week ago, my wife
and I arrived in Mauritius for some time away just
before a busy schedule lined up leading up to the
festive season and busy rush. We are, at this point at
Île aux Cerfs enjoying classic Creole cuisine very
casually on the beach and then last night we enjoyed
a formal private dinner on the beach at Veranda
Paul et Virginie Hotel. I think the reason behind
enjoying food, whether it be peasant dishes or fine
dining, would be the appreciation and respect
behind the authenticity of what you are eating. 

Visiting this country for the first time, I am inspired
by their culture, habits, tradition and mostly produce
and eating styles. Port Louis has a massive fresh
produce market that boasts the best quality
ingredients in a bazaar setup with farmers in the
region. It was such an experience being in the hustle
and bustle of the market with people everywhere
doing their last-minute shopping for Diwali- The
Festival of Light. Traveling abroad gives a chef the
ability to innovate and recreate with their own flair.
If you haven’t experienced the essence of a culture,
you have no foundation from which to draw
inspiration

T H E  C H E F ' S  T A B L E

By no surprise to our family and
friends, most of our trip surrounded
food experiences and activities that
have become such amazing
memories that we will cherish
forever. And as always these
memories and experiences will
translate to new dishes/ flavour
profiles that we will soon feature on
our menus going forward.

Ransley Pietersen, Executive Chef



It's rare to visit a restaurant time and time again and still love the
beautiful setting, delicious flavours and remarkable service.
The Old Oak really is a hidden gem in Joburg.  Dineplan Review





I am very pleased to announce that we have added
two very special wines to our cellar at The Old Oak,
after a lot of demand. I have introduced two special
old vintages from Neil Ellis that offer great value and
exceptional quality. Be on the look out for a stunning
Neil Ellis Grenache 2010 and a Neil Ellis Syrah 2005.
We were very fortunate to have tasted these
extraordinary wines recently with winemaker and guild
member Warren Ellis and Gauteng sales manager
Kirsten Brabant. These wines showed beautifully on the
day and are a great addition to our selection in the
cellar. Stocks are limited so be sure to try them before
they are gone.

The 2010 Grenache was sourced from 55-year-old
bush vines in the Piekenierskloof, with a vibrant
crimson colour, perfumed, spicy and a rich plummy
fruit. A medium bodied palate with good weight. Fine
grained fruit tannins complement a rich concentrated
palate. 

The 2005 Syrah from Jonkershoek has incense wood,
notes of spice, pepper and soft sweet berry fruit, with
dark toasted wood on the nose. Flavors of cherry,
blackberry, mocha, roasted meat and spice makes for
a superb soft and elegant wine.

R U H A N ' S  W I N E  C O L U M N  
Ruhan Duvenage, Assistant Food & Beverage Manager







E M P L O Y E E S  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Congratulations

Front of house - Elton Nxumalo Back of house - Seanego Koena (April)



Jacks Paint Barrel Challenge
And we finally have a winner!!!!!!! Congratulations to Shane Feldman who managed to hit
the perfect 113m shot and take home the R 8 000 cash prize.   Please take note that our next
Barrel Challenge will be the 11th of November and will be back to R 5 000.

Introducing TIP Fridays !!!!!
Every Friday, buy a bucket of balls between 16h00 and 17h00 and one of our PGA qualified
coaches will be able to give you a quick tip on any part of the game you are struggling with.

Year end function ideas
Still haven’t decided what to do for your businesses year end functions?? Then why not try
something new with our corporate clinic packages.
Par Package: R 350 per person
Includes welcome drinks, coaching/fun games, snacks and drinks on the patio after the
clinic.
Birdie Package: R 750 per person (limited to 30 people).
Includes welcome drinks, coaching/fun games, specialised menu at The Old Oak & give
aways after the clinic.

For more information or to book your session contact
Jayde on jayde@rightsidegolf.co.za or 071 410 7212

By Martin Briedé, Master Teaching Professional

T H E  R A N G E
By Right Side Golf Academy

Y O U R  M O N T H L Y  F I X





SHOTS OF THE MONTH 
By resident photographer, Trevor Barnett 



Specials

On top of that in preparation for the festive season coming up, we are having a special on
Srixon Z star and Srixon soft feel balls. This would be a great combination with the purchasing
of the new club!!

Pricing:

1.     Srixon Z Star 2 pack         R300
2.    Srixon soft feel 2 dozen    R600

Be aware!!

We are very happy to announce that by next week we are welcoming the one and only Greg
Jacobs back into the working circle. This means that you all must ensure to be on your best
behaviour, and feel free to arrange a round of golf and take some two clubs, this will most
definitely put a big smile on his face!!

P R O S H O P @ R O Y A L J K . C O . Z A

Greg’s Day

The Golf Shop’s monthly golf day will be held on the 12th of October and Srixon will once
again be here with a sleeve of golf balls for each player who enters the competition. Bring all
your friends and come and enjoy the day with us. We’ll even buy your half way lunch!

New arrivals

For our Ping fanatics out there we
are pleased to announce that the
new Ping G430 has arrived and is
ready to be purchased by those
wanting to gain a couple of extra
meters.











The test takes about 40 minutes to complete and is easy
to complete.
The cost is R480-00 and is covered from the day-to-day
benefit of the medical aid.
You will earn a minimum of 2500 points for completing the
test and up to 5000 bonus points, depending on the level
of fitness.

Vitality Fitness Assessments now at Royal
Retreat

Earn up to 7500 Vitality points by completing the Vitality
Fitness Assessment.
The fitness test has been scientifically designed to give you an
accurate and personal understanding of your fitness.
The fitness assessment consists of 3 parts.
We start with the basics – height, weight, waist circumference
and blood pressure.
Once we’ve done that, we move to the cardiovascular fitness
test. This can be done on either the treadmill or on a Wattbike,
giving us a great understanding of the aerobic fitness levels.
Lastly, we do a strength and flexibility screening where we look
to identify problem areas to improve on.

For more information, or to book your Vitality Fitness
Assessment call Dale on 082 324 7797 or email
dale@bespokefit.co.za

ROYAL RETREAT WELLNESS & FITNESS CLUB

Bronwyn is a qualified Therapeutic and Sports Massage Therapist with 20 years
of experience in private practice.

She prides herself in maintaining a professional yet relaxing environment for
athletes and clients of all ages, focusing on physical, mental and emotional
wellbeing. Qualified in Therapeutic, Deep Tissue, Sports Massage, Lymphatic
Drainage and Cupping Therapies. Bronwyn is able to provide pain relief from
sore and tight muscles, increased flexibility, relaxation, mental clarity, improved
circulation, sports recovery and injury prevention.

Working with athletes from golfers, runners, CrossFit, Triathletes, cyclists,
swimmers, martial arts to dancers, Bronwyn has vast experience and knowledge
in injury prevention and healthy muscle maintenance. Working closely with other
medical practitioners in the treatment of stress and anxiety disorders, acute
and chronic dis-eases in the body is another one of her passions. Her mission is
to serve the community in health and wellbeing available to all.

For Bookings or enquiries, please contact Bronwyn on 060 571 4344

Welcomes Bronwyn Wilkinson - Massage Therapist



I am so delighted to have taught the AimPoint Technology to the following players in the winning seat this past
month: 

2022 SA Amateur Champion, Kyle De Beer won the Ekurhuleni Stroke Play Championship with a score of -20
over 72 holes at Glendower Golf Club.

Nadia van der Westhuizen won the Vodacom Origins of Golf at St Francis Links on the Ladies Sunshine Tour

Dylan’ Naidoo’s first win on the Sunshine Tour at the Sibaya SunBet Challenge  at Umhlali Country Club.

A I M P O I N T  G O L F
Sandra Van den bergh

Sandra van den Bergh 
Certified level 3 AimPoint Instructor
The only certified AimPoint instructor in Africa
E: sandra@royalretreat.co.za
C: 0832911183
Twitter: @svdberghgolf
Facebook: Aimpointgolf South Africa
Instagram: aimpointgolfsouthafrica



T H E  C A L E N D A R



GUEST RELATIONS & BOOKINGS
RECEPTION@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
BOOKINGS@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

CLUB OPERATIONS
JENENE  BERNHARDT CLUBOPS@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

GOLF
LIAM BROWN GOLFDIRECTOR1@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
GREG JACOBS  GOLFDIRECTOR2@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
SHAUN CARTER ASSISTANTGD@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

MARKETING & MEMBERSHIP MANAGER
CANDICE HUMPHREY MARKETING@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

FOOD & BEVERAGE
ERIK BRAKHOVEN FB@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
RUHAN DUVENAGE  ASSISTANTFB@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

FUNCTIONS & EVENTS
MARCELLE FOURIE FUNCTIONS@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

INFRASTRUCTURE DIRECTOR
HENNIE BREDENHANN  MAINTENANCE@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

FINANCIAL MANAGER
CHARLOTTE DE JONG FM@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

CLUB ACCOUNTANT
SIOBHAN VAN ROOYEN  CLUBACC@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

COURSE MANAGER
JERRY STEYN  COURSEMANAGER@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
CHRISTOPHER BENTLEY
CEO@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

ROYAL JOHANNESBURG & KENSINGTON GOLF CLUB
NO. 1  ON FAIRWAY AVENUE
LINKSFIELD NORTH JOHANNESBURG

PHONE: 011 640 3021
WHATSAPP: 076 392 2495

BOARD:
C. WADHWANI (CHAIRMAN), D. HARDING (VICE CHAIRMAN),
N. WATT-PRINGLE (CLUB CAPTAIN), J. GOODWIN (LADY CAPTAIN),
T. PEYPER (TREASURER), G. ODGERS, D. MOOROSI, W HUDDY,
C. BENTLEY (CEO)

www.royaljk.co.za
royal@royaljk.co.za

Published monthly by
Royal Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club.
All Rights Reserved.

@ R O Y A L _ J H B _ G O L F

As our newsletter continues to evolve,
we are looking to make it even more

useful and interesting for our members.
We encourage you to share your

thoughts with us.


