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The month of August has been all about
preperation, maintenance and administration.
We looking forward to summer and the course
team are finishing up the numerous treatments
and seasonal maintenance. We have finished a
smooth annual audit and the notice of the 131st
Annual General Meeting is out now! 

"Hidden Gems of Joburg - The Old Oak." 
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F R O M  T H E  C L O C K
T O W E R  

The first signs of spring are starting to show, with the trees
beginning to develop new buds and this would be evident if you
had played recently.

The West course refurbishment is progressing well, is on
schedule and has now entered its’ second phase with the
seeding of the greens. The West greens are being resurfaced
with bent grass (latest USGA spec) and the bunkers reshaped
with new drainage, liners and sand. The improvements are to
suit modern play - all the renovated bunkers will be shallower
and have slightly rolled down grass faces. The liners will help
prevent contamination of the sand and overall, will lower our
maintenance costs. The aim is to present a far more enjoyable
and fun course and ensure an offering that appeals to everyone,
from the beginner to the professional. The West course remains
set to reopen at the end of November and we cannot wait to
showcase both courses this coming summer!

At the time of writing this months column, we have successfully
completed our annual financial audit with HLB, for the year
ending 30 June 2022 and our auditors continue to show
satisfaction with the Club’s accounting practices, good
governance and standard operating procedures. 

As we come out of the debilitating effects of Covid, which punctured our ability to host functions
and corporate events for the majority of the financial year, we were plunged into daily load
shedding and unimaginable rainfall levels last summer (1320mm of rain vs 810mm the previous
summer). This equated to a minimum loss in revenue of R3m, however, despite the macro
environment, we have achieved a break-even result for the financial year. This includes the startup
costs of our new facilities (Old Oak & Gym) and the investments made into generators and solar
for our pump stations, which has eliminated our greatest risk of not being able to irrigate greens
on the hot summer days. 

The financial statements will be presented at the 131st Annual General Meeting (21 September
2022) and as always, the abridged results will be published in the Royal Review (9th edition). My
sincere appreciation to our finance team, Charlotte de Jong & Siobhan Bersiks, for their diligent
efforts and for delivering another seamless performance, this with the added pressure of large
capital projects throughout the year.

The close of our year end, shows the pro-active measures taken to not only protect and scale the
business but align the Club with the challenging landscape, across golf, functions and hospitality.
We have continued to keep the revenue and expenditure gaps closed, whilst at the same time
increasing the overall value proposition. Additionally, we are pleased to communicate, for the fifth
consecutive year, that the Club has retained a 5-star occupational health & safety rating. Special
thanks to our infrastructure manager, Hennie Bredenhann, for consistently delivering the highest of
safety standards at our facility. We have accomplished an enormous amount the year and our
combined efforts confirm how Royal remains dedicated to success and future generations. 

Chris Bentley, Chief Executive Officer 



The notice of the 131st Annual General Meeting has been distributed to the membership
(Thursday, 1 September 2022) this will be followed by the Royal Review publication (annual
report) on 9 September 2022. This year’s publication will again be edited by the infamous,
Dan Retief and its promises to be another great read. We encourage any member who wishes
to advertise or contribute to the e-mag, to please email marketing@royaljk.co.za by 5
September 2022.  

mailto:marketing@royaljk.co.za
marketing@royaljk.co.za
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T H E  G O L F
D E P A R T M E N T  

With a new season comes renewed hopes for better golf. As
the fairways become greener and the greens become softer
through the spring and summer, we ask all players to fix their
pitch marks and fill their divots as it’s paramount to the golf
courses staying in their best condition. 

In the final round of the US Open 2022 the world number 1-
Scottie Scheffler, blasted his first tee shot down the fairway
only to be met by a divot which had not been filled. He then
managed to play the most unbelievable iron shot onto the
green and subsequently made birdie to add to his tally. From
time to time, we manage to find a fairway or two in our round
of golf and on the rare occasion in the obscenest place (the
middle of the fairway) our ball comes to rest in an unrepaired
divot. Currently we have the luxury of marking our ball and
placing it within a scorecard’s length on a neat perch.  But… I
have bad news…. Handicaps South Africa has made a call to
many Clubs around South Africa, to align with the world
handicapping system. It has become the norm to have
preferred lies at many Clubs around the country however it is
not endorsed by the World Handicap System and should only
be used by committees when there are adverse conditions that
require the rule to be temporarily instilled. The most important
rule of golf from the beginning is that the ball should be
played as it lies. We will be removing placing in the coming
weeks once the fairways have recovered from the scarifying
process and will only be instilling placing when conditions
require. This is to ensure we stay within the true rules of the
Royal and Ancient and to heed the call of Handicaps South
Africa. The enjoyment of the game of golf at its’ core is that it
is not perfect and bad breaks are common. 

Liam Brown, Director of Golf  

Scratch League 1st Team – 3rd 
Scratch League 2nd Team - 4th 
Mid Am A – 1st 
Mid Am B – 3rd 
Junior – 1st 

Betterball league East- 10th 
Betterball league West – 5th 

Our league teams are in the following positions:

Our betterball league season has come to an end 
which has left the teams in the following positions:



O U R  F A V O U R I T E  G O L F  E X P E R E I N C E
I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A !  

T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H  F O R  T H E
H O S P I T A L I T Y  A N D  W E  L O O K
F O R W A R D  T O  C O M I N G  B A C K
S O O N .

 ~Beauden Barrett 







The sediment island on 13 East has been cleared out. We have removed
about two feet of silt over the area and the bull rushes have been removed,
restoring the aesthetic value. This will be an ongoing maintenance practice
for the next couple of years until the property development up towards the
storage dam has renovated the waterway and no more sediment can be
washed in to the pond. 

We have also completed the annual bunker sand top-up on the East course.
We first checked the sand levels across the bunkers, moved the sand around
where needed and if there was any excess sand in an area and only then
did we add in sand. Some bunkers required extra sand and some not. 

What is concerning, as the course manager is, even with the bunkers being
attended to and the team raking the bunkers to perfection each morning,
golfers still tend to leave bunkers 'un-raked' and exit the bunkers on the
high sides.  Through covid, golf etiquette has been neglected by many, in
terms of leaving the course in a better way than how you find it. 

I kindly ask that you talk to your playing partners to rake the bunkers after
they or you have been in them, exit the bunker on the lower side as this will
ensure the faces stay firm and allow the ball to run to the base and
minimise plugged lies in the faces.  

From the start of August the maintenance team has been extremely
busy with numerous projects on course. Scarifying of all tees and
fairways was completed by mid-August, which was much earlier
than we had anticipated. This allowed us to immediatly move across
to the East course, rather than at the start of September. The
approaches and surrounds on West will be done as soon as the new
sods have knitted properly to assist with grow in, to tie in better
with the surrounds, hence the reason this has not been done yet. All
tees, approaches and surrounds on East have been scarified and
the fairways are also going as planned. The front nine on East has
been scarified and the team is now moving across to the back nine
where scarifying will be completed by end of August. We know that
this is an irritation for golfers, but it is such an important treatment
that has to be done to allow us to have such beautiful fairways in
summer. The thatch must be knocked out to allow new growth to
come through quicker and to have those beautiful tightly knitted
fairways that look like carpets. We are now just waiting for our rains
to come and then we will be fertilising both courses.

F R O M  E A S T  T O
W E S T  
Jerry Sten, Course Manager 



In September we will be planning to top-up the bark beds on East and clearing them from weeds.
The West course renovation is moving along very swiftly. Construction work on the front nine is
now fully completed, with only a few areas of grassing left to be done. The new fairway bunker
on the second hole is also done, and the newly located fairway bunker on the third is also
complete. Fumigation of the greens was completed and followed by final floating and seed. This
will allow for the seed to germinate and by the 2 September we should see growth. Giving a full
three months for grow in to commence and be ready for play on opening. The biggest part of the
project is now done. The back nine construction is not as big as the front nine and this process
should be finished by the end of September. The team will also be focusing on grow in as from
now, the bunker sand installation will commence at the end of October, allowing the sand time to
settle in before re opening. I urge all golfers to stay away from the greens during seeding, we
cannot afford any damage to them as the timeline is tight and we need a full germination on our
schedule to be able to deliver superb greens come November. The end is coming near with only
three months left until the course will re-open again - it will be worth the wait.

The driving range tee levelling, new greens and bunkers are also underway and the enhancement
will be a fantastic practice facility. 

Thank you for all your support and we now look ahead to summer golf! 





B E E  N E W S  
Clinton Duncan, Beekeeper 



L A D I E S  G O L F

The start of Women’s month could not have been better scripted! On
Sunday 7 August, we all watched our golden girl, Ashleigh Buhai, win
her first Major title at Muirfield when she triumphed over Korea’s In
Gee Chun after a 4 hole sudden death play-off! Grit and
determination are two words that come to mind when thinking of Ash
in that play-off and although it was quite stressful at times to watch,
the end result was worth all the anxiety! Ashleigh Buhai, the 2022
AIG Women’s Open Champion has a wonderful ring to it and we
couldn’t be more proud of our Royal ambassador!

Shannon Berry has been selected to represent CGGU in the IPT to be
held at Silver Lakes Golf Club in early October. Congratulations to
Shannon - this is just reward for all the hard work that she puts into
her game. Good luck to Shan and her fellow CGGU team mates and
let’s hope Central Gauteng bring home the trophy!

All three of our league teams have one game left in the season and
all the remaining games are equally as important. Our weekday 1
team tops the A Division and will only need 0.5 points from the last
game to win that division: our weekday 2 team need a strong finish in
their last game in division D to avoid relegation and our Sunday team
lie in second position in the Sunday D division and although they
cannot catch the leaders, a strong finish will stand them in good
stead for the league seedings for the 2023 league season. The
weekday 1 and 2 teams will play their last matches on Thursday 1
September and Sunday league team will play their last match on 18
September – all matches are away games. Good luck to you all.

We held a well-supported Ladies Open day on Tuesday 16

August on the East Course and although conditions were icy,

some great golf was played particularly by our winners, Trish

Anderson, Louise Ho, Russ Smith and Anne Bergh.  We were

treated to a delicious lunch prepared by Chef John and his

team and of course, our sponsored champagne was enjoyed

by all. Many thanks to Jenene and the golf department for

always ensuring that our Open days are such enjoyable days.

Our BG’s continue to play great golf and are often in the

Club competition prize winners circle on both East and West

courses. Sincere congrats to Anne Daffey who aced the 16th

Hole, West on 6 August for her second career hole-in-one.

Another notable golfing achievement this month was Lyn

Mordt’s tally of 47 individual points on Tuesday 2 August in

an Individual Stableford competition! Well played to Lyn –

the next best score was 36 points!

Wendy Huddy, Ladies Golf Manager 



A very successful inaugural past lady captains lunch was held on Wednesday 17 August in
the Old Oak restaurant. 16 past lady captains, who all live in Gauteng, totalling 26 years
of service at Kensington Golf Club, Royal Johannesburg Golf Club and Royal
Johannesburg and Kensington Golf Club were treated to the most delicious meal and
enjoyed an afternoon of camaraderie and friendship. This will become an annual event
and it is hoped that next year, those ladies who were unable to join in, will be in the
position to attend.Thank you to our C.E.O., Chris Bentley, for his full support of the start
of this tradition. 

Best wishes to you all and I look forward to seeing many of you at the Club.



mailto:functions@royaljk.co.za
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T H E  C H E F ' S  T A B L E

Celebrating our wonderful women!

‘ Let’s Face It: i f you and I have the same capabilities , the same
energy, the same staf f , i f the only thing that’s di f ferent between you
and me is the products we can get , and I can get a better product

than you, I’m going to be a better chef. ’- Thomas Keller 

The words of Thomas Keller are so profound and resonates
with me with the past year being put into perspective. The
design of any business model rests solely on the people
that you have put in place in key positions in order to
carry out and execute the vision or mission statement of
the establishment. Though many have worked tirelessly in
creating the perfect picture for every patron that has
walked through our doors, special mention to two
superstars that have been the pillars in bringing The Old
Oak to life. 

Leigh-Ann Knipe, Jnr Sous Chef at The Old Oak, is an
immensely influential character in dictating the offering at
The Old Oak. Her unwavering dedication in search for
perfection has never dwindled, no matter the tasks or
challenges presented. As second in command, her
commitment to the team has been remarkable to witness,
between juggling menus, disciplining the brigade and
monitoring stock levels, Leigh-Ann always finds the time to
train and inspire those around her, embodying the true
spirit of The Old Oak in building the legacy you want to
leave behind.

Sasta Kuppan, Junior Manager at The Old Oak, is an
inspiration to everyone around her. The special
attention to detail and proactive thinking sets the
tone for seamless services commended by our guests.
Sasta’s demeanour and nature allows for high levels
of guest satisfaction and truly sets The Old Oak apart
from restaurants in our area and golf clubs alike. She
is true example of oxytocin, making everyone around
feel better from her everlasting smile and positive
outlook on life. 

Thank you to our ladies that hold the fort and to the
rest of our team for their dedication in achieving
more. 

Ransley Pietersen, Executive Chef










J O H N  M A R S H A L  



W I N N E R  O F
T H E  J O K E R

D R A W !
 

Congratulations 





Calvados is an apple brandy with
Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée (AOC)
status. It can only beproduced in
Normandy and much like Cognac, is a
specific brandy that can only be
distilled from white wine made within a
particular region from certain grapes.
However, Calvados isn’t distilled from
wine grapes. It begins as cider and
while a small percentage of perry pears
is permitted, the base cider is made
primarily from apples. These must be
grown in Normandy, where more than
200 varieties are cultivated. Producers
can use four types of apples: sweet,
bittersweet, bitter and bitter sharp. The
fruit is pressed and fermented, then
distilled into an eau-de-vie (colourless
fruit brandy) and aged at least two
years in oak.

HidAs we explored hidden gems in The Old
Oak’s Wine Cellar in last month’s article, I
would like to shift focus on not only the
wonderful wines on offer, but also the very
extensive spirits in our bar. With our
exceptional offering from various
international producers you can
experience some of the finest spirits the
world has to offer. I would like to
introduce Calvados, France’s historic
apple brandy from Normandy. Although
this may invoke visuals of D-Day or the
island abbey of Mont Saint-Michel, the
region should also conjure up a few
delicious images as the region of
Normandy produce some of the finest
creamy cheeses, dry cider and most
prominently, Calvados. An apple brandy
produced exclusively in the region, the
spirit keeps being underestimated and
overlooked by patrons all over.

So let’s start by asking, what is Calvados?

R U H A N ' S  W I N E  C O L U M N  
Ruhan Duvenage, Assistant Food & Beverage Manager



The first written records of apple eau-de-vie and apple brandy date to the 1500s, but
it wasn’t until the 19th century, when phylloxera destroyed countless European
vineyards and decimated France’s Cognac supply, that Calvados enjoyed much
popularity beyond its’ birthplace. Some producers believe in the fruit in the bottle
whereby an apple is grown inside of a glass bottle to encapsulate Normandy’s great
produce and constantly have the fruit in contact with the Brandy.

Calvados is great for after dinner drinks as it’s not overly complex. It is also great in
cocktails - replace Cognac with Calvados when you are preparing a French
Connection Cocktail, or serve it in a heated glass to elevate all of those apple and
caramel flavours.

Be sure to look out for our Christian Drouin Calvados Pays d’ Auge and Christian Drouin
Calvados Pays d’ Auge Pomme Prisonnière imported from Coudray-Rabut, Normady,
France.

Hope you enjoy this beautiful Calvados as much as I do. Cheers!



https://joburg.co.za/hidden-gems-of-joburg-the-old-oak-restaurant/
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E M P L O Y E E S  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Congratulations

Front of house - Mosa Mokgoera Back of house - Ayanda Ngwenya,



R 350 for 1 player ( 1 hour )
R600 for 2 players ( 1hr 30 Min )
R800 for 3 players ( 2 Hr 30 Min )
R990 for 4 players ( 3hrs )

Re-levelling of tee boxes
 
As I am sure most of the members are aware , the re-levelling of the middle and front tee box at the
driving range is under way, which will mean that those tees will be out of order until the end of
September. 

I think we can all agree that once it is done, it will look fantastic and result in more grass hitting bays for
everyone. 

Jacks Paint Barrel Challenge 

Although members are getting closer and closer to winning the Barrel Challenge, no one yet has claimed
the cash prize, which means that the next Barrel Challenge will be up to R 7500 !!!!!!
If you think you have what it takes, then come down and test those wedge skills 😊
Next Barrel Challenge will be Friday the 2nd of September and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Right Side Golf Simulator Room 

Some great fun and entertainment has already been had with members using the golf simulator room,
and we remind all members that we are open for business. 
From testing your short game to improving your long game numbers or playing a full 18 holes with friends,
the golf simulator has something for everyone. 

All Prices include 1 drink per person 

For more information or to book your session contact 
Jayde on jayde@rightsidegolf.co.za or 071 410 7212

By Martin Briedé, Master Teaching Professional

T H E  R A N G E
By Right Side Golf Academy 

Y O U R  M O N T H L Y  F I X

mailto:jayde@rightsidegolf.co.za
https://youtu.be/rNlZNhSqkQU


SHOTS OF THE MONTH 
By resident photographer, Trevor Barnett 

EUROPEAN BEE EATER  |     GIANT KINGFISHER    |     GIANT EAGLE OWL.



New arrivals
Summer is around the corner and temperatures are starting to pick up. 
Our top brands such as Under Armour, FJ and Lyle and Scott have brought in their latest products, come
and have a look in store.

The new range of Jimmy Ro
light sweaters has arrived
which is perfect to wear on
and off the golf course. 

P R O S H O P @ R O Y A L J K . C O . Z A

Greg’s Day
The Golf Shop’s monthly golf day will be held on the 14th of Feb and Srixon will once again be the
proud sponsor of a sleeve of golf balls for each player who enters the competition. Bring all your
friends and come and enjoy the day with us. We’ll even buy your half way lunch!

Titleist will be doing fittings for the new TSR driver from mid September, so come and book your fittings
in store now!

mailto:proshop@royaljk.co.za
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Chiropractic adjustments have countless benefits that will aid your body and certainly improve your golf
game! ⛳️
Come visit Dr Adam Esakowitz, an experienced Chiropractor, situated at the Royal Retreat in the beautiful
Royal Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club ⛳️🩺
Working with numerous professional and amateur athletes, our advanced offerings are perfectly fit for elite
athletes, children and any individual suffering with injury. 🏌️‍♂️
Contact 084 8881 848

J O I N T  E F F O R T  C H I R O P R A C T I C
Dr Adam Esakowitz



Louis de Jager came 3rd in the recent Czech

Masters on the DP Tour. He took an AimPoint

lesson with me 2 years ago and will do his

updated personal calibration with me upon

his return. His comment to me after I

congratulated him on his great golf, was that

AimPoint still helps him a lot during

tournaments.

A I M P O I N T  G O L F
Sandra Van den bergh

Sandra van den Bergh 
Certified level 3 AimPoint Instructor
The only certified AimPoint instructor
in Africa
E: sandra@royalretreat.co.za
C: 0832911183
Twitter: @svdberghgolf
Facebook: Aimpointgolf South Africa
Instagram: aimpointgolfsouthafrica

Don’t guess how much a putt is going to break when
you can be sure…… attend a course with a certified
AimPointi instructor right here at Royal JKGC and
learn the world’s number 1 green reading system and
putting information. I teach the golfer to feel various
slopes ranging from tiny slopes to much larger slopes
to ensure correct amount of break is taken into
consideration for any length of putt.

mailto:sandra@royalretreat.co.za


T H E  C A L E N D A R

https://royaljk.co.za/2021-member-calendar/
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CLUB OPERATIONS
JENENE  BERNHARDT CLUBOPS@ROYALJK.CO.ZA

GOLF
LIAM BROWN GOLFDIRECTOR1@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
GREG JACOBS  GOLFDIRECTOR2@ROYALJK.CO.ZA
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ROYAL JOHANNESBURG & KENSINGTON GOLF CLUB 
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LINKSFIELD NORTH JOHANNESBURG

PHONE: 011 640 3021
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Royal Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club.
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@ R O Y A L _ J H B _ G O L F

As our newsletter continues to evolve,
we are looking to make it even more

useful and interesting for our members.
We encourage you to share your

thoughts with us.

https://www.facebook.com/RoyalJhbGolf/
https://www.instagram.com/royal_jhb_golf/
https://twitter.com/Royal_JHB_Golf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9dS_hjNkeK2N6yeSz8a2cg/featured?view_as=subscriber

