
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From our CEO  

We have followed on from an extremely wet Janu-
ary, receiving 245mm of rain which is the most we 
have had in 3 years in the month of January. We 
have had some relief but still received a total of 
166mm for February this year, 131mm of this rain fell 
in just 6 days in mid Feb. Rainfall record-keeping al-
ways helps us monitor seasonal trends and two of 
the most obvious effects are the rapid growth and 
the reduced green speeds, alongside loss of reve-
nue and the hefty fuel bills. 

With Club Championships just around the corner, 
our course manager and team now start with the 
tournament preparations. We are hoping for a little 
less rain as conditioning, attention to detail and 
championship set ups roll out for another wonderful 
weekend of stroke-play. If you havenôt entered yet, 
entries close on Wednesday 6th of March at 12h00. 

Another exciting member event on the horizon is the 
much anticipated Masters Par 3 event. This event 
has grown year on year as we celebrate the tradi-
tions through our very own Masters Par 3 Contest 
(certainly my favourite member event). We look for-
ward to another memorable day on the 10th of April. 
The selected 9 holes on the East Course will be rep-
licated to the same criteria as the par 3 course set 
out at Augusta National. Reservations open on the 
6th of March. So caddies dress up, bring the family 
and donôt miss out on another fun-filled afternoon, 
celebrating that Masters Aura.  

Your management team now starts with 
budget preparations for 2019/20 as we lead up to 
our first annual Board Meeting. We remind members 
that the annual member survey and renewal advice 

for the new financial year will be distributed in April 
2019. 

Our Club has always been regarded as an important 
tournament venue in South Africa and over the past 
decade we have hosted several professional and 
amateur events. While we continue to pursue signif-
icant professional events, we also have an important 
responsibility to amateur golf. 

We are therefore pleased to announce that after sev-
eral months of negotiating and planning, our club will 
be the proud host of the SA Amateur Championships 
starting from, February 2020. The official press re-
lease will be distributed by Golf RSA in the coming 
weeks. 

You will recall at the end of last year, our East 
Course was shortlisted to win the international Lux-
ury Travel Guide Award, the outcome of this an-
nouncement will be revelled in March. 

Following our successful bid last year to claim the 
best course on the continent and best course in the 
country by World Golf Awards, we have again been 
nominated in the same category for 2019. We en-
courage all members to please register, vote and 
share the link with friends, family and col-
leagues. Let's make it back to back. 

In closing as always, we thank you for your support, 
continue to use the Club, bring the family and enjoy 
our wonderful offering. 

Warm regards, 

Christopher Bentley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East to West  



Rainfall and the cycle of 

events it has on turf, the envi-

ronment, insect life and our 

trees : 

Rainfallsô effect on turf and our courses 

Water has a significant effect on turf growth and on 
green speeds as it will naturally make the greens 
softer and the leaf blade lush. Unfortunately, there is 
no quick fix in this regard as the turf will become ac-
customed to the climate that is prevalent at the time 
and currently the greens are so used to the amount 
of water they have received over the past two 
months, we cannot starve them just yet or they 
would burn extremely quickly. The high tempera-
tures also make it very difficult to starve our cool sea-
son greens currently. Once temperatures start to 
drop to the mid 20ôs, we will see an increase in ball 
speeds and drier, firmer surfaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently preparing the greens by performing 
specialized cultural practices and following a strict 
nutritional plan so they can become less reliant on 
water, they firm up and ultimately speed up by our 
annual Club Championships which is only a few 
weeks away 

The effects of constant, excessive rainfall on 
putting greens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainfallsô effect on Insect breeding, habits, and 
the potential risk on sports turf and golf courses 

Rainfall also plays a very significant role in the envi-
ronment, and particularly when it comes to insects. 
All insects are different, some cope well in rain whilst 
others donôt. Generally, after warm, humid weather 
and excessive, persistent rains the insects will breed 
as some even lay eggs in water. They will come out 
and there is a noticeable change in numbers with 
butterflies, moths, beetles and all sorts flying around.  

We are always scouting and monitoring the activity 
of insects on course as they have the potential to do 
damage because of their tendency to go for very 
ñthatchyò surfaces where food supply is great. We do 
follow a sound regime at Royal and treat our playing 
surfaces accordingly to combat any potential risk in 
damage from insects. We always act in the best in-
terests of the club and the environment by only treat-
ing when needed and with registered products dur-
ing the most necessary seasons. 

The effect of Insects on Trees using them as 
breeding hosts and feeding hosts 

One of the most talked about topics in SA of late with 
regards to trees is the ñborerò epidemic that has hit 
our country. Many of you may have read articles 
about this, or you may have watched carte blanche 
recently and this monthsô tree article is aimed at in-
forming our members of the effect it has on us at 
Royal 

We have been researching and following the story 
for a few months now and the sad reality is there is 
no escaping an epidemic such as this. 

1. There is unfortunately no preventative 
method in ensuring the ñshot hole borerò 
does not infest our trees as we are in a green 
belt in Johannesburg. 

2. The cost of preventatively treating trees is 
expensive, especially with the number of 
trees we have on our premises. Even in do-
ing so there is no guarantee it will prevent the 
borer from infesting the trees 

3. There are 100 types of trees susceptible to 
the borer. 

4. It is estimated Johannesburg alone will lose 
up to 1 million trees over time due to the 
damaging effects of the borer 

Surprisingly, the dreaded ñshot hole borerò is not the 
insect that kills the tree but instead bores into the 
tree and carries a disease called Fusarium on itsô 
back. The tree then detects it is sick or has a disease 
and shuts down itsô own vascular system, almost kill-
ing itself off. Once the tree dies, termites will set in 
and eat the dead wood. The borer may also move 
from tree to tree and uses some trees as breeding 
host and some as a feeding host.   

Recently we noticed our historic Oak tree at the half-
way house showing signs of wilting leaves, 



substance seeping/oozing out from the main tree 
trunk and dying branches and we had an unsettling 
feeling. We have been proactive to call in the advice 
and expertise of an industry colleague who we have 
used many times before - Dr. AT Schoeman, who is 
a renowned entomologist and tree expert along with 
arborist, Ernst Grobelaar. Whilst it is not confirmed 
we have the ñshot hole borerò, we are taking every 
precautionary measure. 

The oak tree has undergone major treatment to 
date. We have treated the trunk with an organic nu-
tritional mixture, cut off the affected branches, and 
continue to treat the lesions and wounds with tree 
sealer. We have also injected the tree using ñarbor-
jetò injection with a combined mix of the correct, reg-
istered fungicide for the Fusarium and insecticide for 
the borer. Two weeks later, the tree trunk and can-
opy has also been sprayed. One of the most positive 
signs is the tree has taken up the chemical injected 
into the trunk. We estimate the tree could have been 
affected some 18-24 months ago showing signs of 
borer activity  

Both our courses have also been inspected and we 
have noticed minor effects on course, both on dying 
trees or dead trees and will be completely removing 
these and chipping up the wood so to eliminate any 
risks.  

Some trees that have been struck by lightning and 
are dead have also been removed.  

Additionally we will be launching the ñRoyal Arbor 
dayò later this year during Arbor week which is Sep-
tember 1-7. Details will be advertised closer to Sep-
tember, but we encourage members to participate in 
the day and donate trees by purchasing specific tree 
species on display.  Following this, we will be plant-
ing them in the designated areas on the facility. 
Planning for the event is under way and we will be 
sure to make it another exciting enhancement to our 
facility. 

Golfing regards, 

Shaun Brits  
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B irds of Month  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left; African Darter. Top Right; Long Crested Eagle 

Bottom; Subadult Owambo Sparrowhawk 


